Welcome to our Holy Communion Service

at St Mary’s, Shirehampton
Sunday 21° April 2024

GREETING
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Open the gate!
The Shepherd is coming!

We hear his glad voice, calling us by name,

leading us to green pastures.

No stranger’s voice will we follow.
We follow only the One who brings us home.
One door, one flock, one fold, one Shepherd.

Open the gate!
The Good Shepherd comes!

HYMN

1 | will sing the wondrous story
of the Christ who died for me,
how he left the realms of glory
for the cross on Calvary.

Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story
of the Christ who died for me -
sing it with his saints in glory,
gathered by the crystal sea.

2 | was lost but Jesus found me,
found the sheep that went astray,
raised me up and gently led me
back into the narrow way.

Days of darkness still may meet me,
sorrow’s path | oft may tread;

but his presence still is with me,

by his guiding hand I’'m led.



3 He will keep me till the river

rolls its waters at my feet:

then he’ll bear me safely over,

made by grace for glory meet. Francis Harold Rawley (1854-1952)
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of the Christ who died for me -

sing it with his saints in glory,

gathered by the crystal sea.

CONFESSION

The grace of God has dawned upon the world with healing for all.
Let us come to him,

in sorrow for our sins,

seeking healing and salvation.

We are often slow to follow the example of Christ.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

We often fail to be known as Christ's disciples.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

We often fail to walk the way of the cross.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.



ABSOLUTION

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.



COLLECT
Risen Christ,

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:

teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your command,

that all your people may be gathered into one flock,

to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

FIRST READING —Acts 4:5-12

please sit for the reading

At the end the reader may say
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

HYMN

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I'll not want.

He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.

2 He guides my way in righteousness,
and He anoints my head with ail,

and my cup, it overflows with joy,

| feast on his pure delights.

3 And though | walk the darkest path,
| will not fear the evil one,

And | will trust in You alone.
And | will trust in You alone,
for Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff

Are the comfort | need to know.

Stuart Townend
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GOSPEL READING John 10: 11 - 18
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end the reader says,
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

THE CREED
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit
who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

THE PEACE
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace.
If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.



HYMN

11 give You all the honour

and praise that’s due Your name,
for You are the King of glory

the Creator of all things.

2 As Your Spirit moves upon me now,
You meet my deepest need,

and | lift my hand up to Your throne,
Your mercy I've received.

Carl Tuttle (b 1953)
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THE INVITATION

Here is the table of the Lord,
we are gathered to his supper,
a foretaste of things eternal.

And | worship You

| give my life to You

| fall down on my knees
Yes, | worship You

| give my life to You

| fall down on my knees

3 You have broken chains that bound
me,

You’ve set this captive free,

| will lift my voice to praise Your name
for all eternity.

Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love.
Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith.
Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole.
Come, old and young, there is room for all.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.



It is indeed right,

it is our duty and our joy,

at all times and in all places

to give you thanks and praise,

holy Father, heavenly King,

almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For he is your living Word;
through him you have created all things from the beginning,
and formed us in your own image.

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,
giving him to be born of a woman

and to die upon the cross;

you raised him from the dead

and exalted him to your right hand on high.

Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit,
and made us a people for your own possession.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

and with all the company of heaven,

we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



Accept our praises, heavenly Father,

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,

and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit

these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us his body and his blood;

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;

we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.



Accept through him, our great high priest,

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts

in the presence of your divine majesty,

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,

in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and Power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.



BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many,

we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

GIVING OF COMMUNION

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving

Communion is received.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord God,

you feed us with the living bread from heaven;

renew our faith, increase our hope,

and strengthen our love.

Teach us to hunger for Christ who is the true and living bread,
and to live by every word that comes from your mouth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

BLESSINGS
NOTICES

BIRTHDAYS



HYMN

Praise You in the morning
Praise You in the evening
Praise You when I'm young
And when I'm old

Praise You when I'm laughing
Praise You when I'm grieving
Praise You every

Season of the soul

Let everything that
Everything that
Everything that has breath
Praise the Lord

Let everything that
Everything that
Everything that has breath
Praise the Lord

Praise You in the heavens
Joining with the angels
Praising You forever and a day
Praise You on the earth now
Joining with creation

If we could see

How much You're worth
Your power Your might
Your endless love

Then surely we would
Never cease to praise

Calling all the nations to Your praise Chorus

Chorus (repeated)

And | will worship

| will worship

| will worship

You with every breath
(repeated)

Matt Redman
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SENDING
Let us go to be bold before God.
We will speak up for all people who long for healing and hope.

Let us go to shepherd Jesus’ sisters and brothers.
We will risk our lives for justice, we will serve the outcast.

Let us go to anoint others with the Holy Spirit.
We will bring goodness and mercy to all whose lives need restoring.

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

God the Father,

by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.
Amen.

God the Son,

who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory,
give you joy as you share the Easter Faith.

Amen.

God the Holy Spirit,

whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples,
empower you and fill you with Christ's peace.
Amen.

And the blessing ...



