Welcome to our service of
Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Shirehampton
Easter Day — 5" April 2026

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

We light the candle from the flames of our crosses

THE EASTER CANDLE IS LIT.
May the light of Christ, rising in Glory
banish all darkness from our hearts and mind.

The candle moves through the church

The Light of Christ
Thanks be to God

HYMN

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, alleluia!

on triumphant holy day, alleluia!

who did once, upon the cross, alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss, alleluial

Hymns of praise then let us sing, alleluia
unto Christ, our heav’'nly King, alleluia
who endured the cross and grave, alleluia
sinners to redeem and save, alleluia!

But the pains that he endured, alleluia

our salvation have procured; alleluia

now above the sky he’s King, alleluia From ‘“Lyra Davidica’ (1708)
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where the angels ever sing, alleluia!



GATHERING

Leader: Early in the morning,
Women: Fearful but faithful,

Men: Dubious and doubting,
All: We came to the garden ...

Women: We expected only silence but we heard the voice of angels;

Men: We did not understand but we found our hope rekindled;

All: We came to attend to a corpse
but instead we encountered Life! Alleluia!

BLESSING OF THE EASTER GARDEN

The angel said to the women,

‘Do not be afraid;

| know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.’

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

To you be glory now and for ever.

In your great mercy you have given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

By your blessing, may we who have prepared this garden in celebration of
his victory be strengthened in faith, know the power of his presence, and
rejoice in the hope of eternal glory.

Blessed be God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Blessed be God for ever.



Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

We dress the font with flowers as signs of our renewal in the risen Lord.
- music plays

CONFESSION
We send our prayers to God

When we recall the things we say sorry for we pray to him asking his
forgiveness for our sins

Forgive us for not sharing in the Good News.

Forgive us when we find it more comfortable to worry and complain than
to risk the joy and encouragement of new life in Christ.

Call us back to Your ways, O God, to seek hope and reconciliation,
restoration and peace.
In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Christ is risen!
The stone has been rolled away and the tomb has been found empty.

Know that all that is holding you back from the fullness of life has been
removed.

You are forgiven, free to live joyfully, generously and with great faith.
Accept this new life and share it with others.



THE GLORIA - sung

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.
To Him be glory forever.

To Him be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen.

Alleluia, amen.

Alleluia amen, alleluia amen.

Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father.
To Him be glory forever.

To Him be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen.

Alleluia, amen.

Alleluia amen, alleluia amen.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit.
To Him be glory forever.

To Him be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen.

Alleluia, amen.

Alleluia amen, alleluia amen.

FIRST READING - Acts 10: 34 - 43

At the end the reader may say
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN

1 The greatest day in history

Death is beaten, you have rescued me
Sing it out Jesus is alive

The empty cross, the empty grave

Life eternal You have won the day
Shout it out, Jesus is alive

He's alive

2 When | stand, in that place
Free at last, meeting face to face
| am Yours, Jesus You are mine
Endless joy, perfect peace
Earthly pain finally will cease
Celebrate, Jesus is alive

He's alive

And oh what a glorious day
What a glorious way

That You have saved me
And oh what a glorious day
What a glorious name - Yeah

I'll never be the same

Please stand

GOSPEL READING — Matthew 28:1 - 10

Alleluia, alleluia.

And oh happy day, happy day
You washed my sin away

Oh happy day, happy day

I'll never be the same

Forever | am changed
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Jesus said, ‘l am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

Alleluia.



SERMON

EASTER AFFIRMATION

We believe that Jesus —

God unbounded —

directed by love, accepted restraint

and lived a fully human life to begin the healing of the world.
Alleluia! With wonder we affirm it!

We believe that Jesus —

God unbounded —

sustained by love, accepted restraint

and died on the cross to draw the sting of death.
Alleluia! With faith we accept it!

We believe that Jesus —

God unbounded —

empowered by love, accepted restraint
and was entombed to break the grip of evil.
Alleluia! With confidence we believe it!

We believe that Jesus —

God unbounded —

directed, sustained and empowered by love,

threw off all restraint

and rose from the dead to transform the world through Life.
Alleluia! With joy we proclaim it!

DANCE



PRAYERS

THE PEACE

May the peace of the resurrected Jesus —
the challenging peace of committed life,

the liberating peace of selfless love,
the vibrant peace of new possibility —

recall you to radical living,
empower you for rich loving

and transform you with radiant joy.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

HYMN

How great is our God
Sing with me

How great is our God
And all will see

How great, how great is our God.

2 Age to age He stands
And time is in His hands
Beginning and the End
Beginning and the End
The Godhead three in one
He’s the Father, Spirit, Son
The Lion and the Lamb
The Lion and the Lamb

1 The splendour of a King
Clothed in majesty

Let all the earth rejoice
Let all the earth rejoice
He wraps Himself in light
And darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice
And trembles at His voice

You’re the name above all names
Worthy of our praise

My heart will sing

How great is our God

[x2]
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INVITATION

We stand in the resurrection garden of God —

a place suffused and shaped by Love and ripe with its potential;

and this is the table of the risen Jesus —

a place fashioned and furnished by love and rich with its promises ...

So come —

whether you have seen and believed,
or are dubious and doubting still,
whether you confess confidently,

or with a fragile, fearful heart.

Come and share these gifts of grace,
encounter Christ,
and be healed by Love and transformed by Life.

COMMUNION
Before the bright dawn in the garden —
in which Love was resurrected,

before the cold silence of the tomb —
by which Love was swallowed,

before the black horror of the cross —
on which Love was broken,

before the bitter struggle of another garden —
through which Love affirmed its choices,

Jesus,

eating a final supper with his friends,

blessed and broke bread and poured out a cup of wine,
sharing these tokens with them as a confirmation of the life
he had lived and a sign of what was to come.



So we, too,

and honouring that life,

take and break this bread

recalling that moment,

and pour out this wine

as a confirmation and sign that we are part of its ongoing story.

And remembering with wonder and joy that Love —
though broken on a cross was not defeated,

and though swallowed by death was not silenced,
but lives unvanquished and speaks still, and to all,

words of welcome, healing and hope,

we join our voices with that of Creation

and with all those who bear witness across the world
and throughout the ages

to the transforming power of God’s love and life:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

And as we remember and rejoice,

send down your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine,
that we may once again encounter Love
and be transformed by Life.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS

Jesus,

Love resurrected,

comes to us now in the garden

offering these signs of healing and hope

and calling us onwards into transformation ...

Alleluia!
This living bread is broken for the life of the world.

Alleluia! Let us keep the feast.

COMMUNION



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Faithful God,

may we who share this banquet

glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
our salvation, life and hope,

who reigns as Lord now and for ever.
Amen.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

SENDING

Jesus,

Love resurrected,

has met us once again in the garden

and touched and transformed us with Life.
Alleluia! With joy we accept it!

Jesus,

Life in all its fullness,

now calls us onwards into the powerful reality,

the challenging potential and the vibrant possibilities
of the life of his Kingdom.

Alleluia! With conviction we will live it!



DISMISSAL AND BLESSING

May the power of life in Christ

lift up the life of the world,

the power of love in the creator swing wide above us
like the blue of the sky

and the faithfulness of the Holy Spirit

raise our faith to the heights of hope

And the blessing...

HYMN

1 Thine be the glory,

risen, conqu’ring Son, Thine be the glory,
endless is the vic'try risen, conqu’ring Son,

thou o’er death hast won; endless is the vic'try

angels in bright rainment thou o’er death has won

rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes
where thy body lay.

2 Lo! Jesus meets us, 3 No more we doubt thee,
risen from the tomb; glorious Prince of Life;
lovingly he greets us, life is naught without thee:
scatters fear and gloom. aid us in our strife.
Let the Church with gladness Make us more than conqu’rors
hymns of triumph sing, through thy deathless love;
for her Lord now liveth; bring us safe through Jordan
death hast lost its sting. to thy home above.
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Easter Bonnet Parade

Easter Egg Hunt



