Welcome to our Holy Communion Service

at St Mary’s, Shirehampton
Sunday 11" October 2026

We come from scattered lives to meet with God.

Let us recognize his presence with us.

Silence is kept.
As God's people we have gathered:

let us worship him together.

HYMN

1 Rejoice, the Lord is King!
Your Lord and King adore;
mortals, give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore.

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;

rejoice, again | say, rejoice.

3 His kingdom cannot fail;

he rules o’er earth and heav’n;
the keys of death and hell

are to our Jesus giv'n.

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;

rejoice, again | say, rejoice.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
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2 Jesus the Saviour reigns,

the God of truth and love;

when he had purged our stains,

he took his seat above.

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again | say, rejoice.

4 He sits at God’s right hand

till all his foes submit,

and bow to his command,

and fall beneath his feet.

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again | say, rejoice.



CONFESSION

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world

and knows our every word and deed.

Let us then open ourselves to the Lord

and confess our sins in penitence and faith.

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love:
fill us with your Spirit.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith:
fill us with your Spirit.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust:
fill us with your Spirit.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

ABSOLUTION

May almighty God,

who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.
Amen.



THE GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT

Faithful Lord,

whose steadfast love never ceases

and whose mercies never come to an end:
grant us the grace to trust you

and to receive the gifts of your love,

new every morning,

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING — /saiah 25:1-9
please sit for the reading

At the end the reader may say

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

HYMN

Faithful one so unchanging You are my rock in times of
Ageless one trouble

You're my rock of peace You lift me up when | fall down
Lord of all | depend on You All through the storm

| call out to You Your love is the anchor

Again and again My hope is in You alone

| call out to You
Again and again
Doerksen
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 22: 1 - 14
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end the reader says,

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

Ending with:

Merciful Father

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

THE PEACE
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
since as members of one body you are called to peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you



HYMN

1 Great is thy faithfulness,

O God my Father,

there is no shadow

of turning with thee;

thou changest not,

thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been

thou for ever wilt be.

2 Summer and winter,

and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon and stars

in their courses above,

join with all nature

in manifold witness

to thy great faithfulness,
mercy and love.
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning
new mercies | see;

all I have needed

thy hand hath provided,
great is thy faithfulness,
Lord, unto me!

3 Pardon for sin

and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence

to cheer and to guide;
strength for today

and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine,

with ten thousand beside!

This is not my table or this church’s table,

but this is the Lord’s table.

You are invited here by the one who loves you, pushes you,

and will never leave or give up on you.

Come to this table of the one who sees past our limitations.
Come and be nourished and made whole.



THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right,

it is our duty and our joy,

at all times and in all places

to give you thanks and praise,

holy Father, heavenly King,

almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For he is your living Word;
through him you have created

all things from the beginning,

and formed us in your own image.

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,
giving him to be born of a woman

and to die upon the cross;

you raised him from the dead

and exalted him to your right hand on high.

Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit,
and made us a people for your own possession.



Therefore with angels and archangels,

and with all the company of heaven,

we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,

and as we follow his example and obey his command,

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit

these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way,

after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.



Therefore, heavenly Father,

we remember his offering of himself

made once for all upon the cross;

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,

and with this bread and this cup

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Accept through him,

our great high priest this

our sacrifice of thanks and praise,

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,

inspire us with your love

and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,

in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour

and glory and power

be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

GIVING OF COMMUNION

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving

Communion is received.



POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord God,

you feed us with the living bread from heaven;

renew our faith, increase our hope, and strengthen our love.
Teach us to hunger for Christ who is the true and living bread,
and to live by every word that comes from your mouth,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSINGS
NOTICES

BIRTHDAYS

HYMN

1 And can it be that | should gain

an in’trest in the Saviour’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain?
for me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be

that thou, my God, shouldst die for
me?

3 He left his Father’s throne above
so free, so infinite his grace;
emptied himself of all but love,
and bled for Adam’s helpless race;
‘tis mercy all, immense and free;
for; O my God, it found out me.

2 ‘Tis myst’ry all! th’Immortal dies:
Who can explore his strange design?
In vain the first-born seraph tries

to sound the depths of love divine!
‘“Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,

let angel minds inquire no more.

4 Long my imprisoned spirit lay

fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,

| woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
my chains fell off, my heart was free;

| rose, went forth, and followed thee.



5 No condemnation now | dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!

Alive in him, my living Head,

and clothed in righteousness divine,
bold | approach the eternal throne,

and claim the crown, through Christ my own.

SENDING

Go now, with God's love,

we will choose to be a blessing to others.
Go now, with Christ's hope,

we will choose to serve all in need.

Go now, with the Spirit's peace,

we will choose to share life in every moment.

BLESSING
May the God of love touch your hearts
And fill your lips with praise for him

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
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That the gospel story will be told anew to all you meet

And the blessing of God almighty
Father Son and Holy Spirit be with you
And remain with you always

Amen



